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SILVIA D’INTINO

MADELEINE BIARDEAU
(16 May 1922 - 1% February 2010)'

Madeleine Biardeau was born in Niort, near Poitiers, West
France. Before joining the Ecole pratique des hautes études
(EPHE), where she was directeur d’études from 1960 to 1989, she
was student at the Ecole normale supérieure (Sévres), professor
of philosophy (College Classique in Belfort and the Lycée Jeanne
D’Arc in Rouen, 1952-1954), and attachée de recherche at the Na-
tional Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS). Her education in hu-
manities and philosophy was subsequently completed by a cursus
in ethnology; and she found in India, in its great tradition, an ideal
field of study, a world far enough from Western culture to inspire
from the outset a “strong feeling of an extreme difference™. The
aim and challenge of her research was thus clear from the begin-
ning: to grant access to the distinctive features of Indian tradition.
Very soon she also realised that her work would not have been pos-
sible away from India and Indian masters.

Thus, already during her first journey to India, she was trained
“at the school of the brahmins” in order to penetrate the high tech-
nicality of the philosophical texts she edited and translated into
French for the first time. For two years (May 1950-May 1952) she
worked in Trivandrum University as lecturer in French language.

' It may be useful to remind here the obituaries and tributes already published by Charles
Malamoud (Le Monde, 17/02/2010; Newsletter of the International Association of Sanskrit
Studies, 10, 2011), Roland Lardinois (The Hindu, 28/02/2010), Raphaél Rousseleau (http://
ceias.ehess.fr/docannexe.php?id=1866), Pierre-Sylvain Filliozat, "In memoriam. Madeleine
Biardeau (1922-2010)", Journal asiatique 298,1 (2010), p. 1-4.

> M. Biardeau, “Titres et travaux”, [1978], s./. [untracked offprint]. I thank here Professor
Malamoud, who kindly lent me this text.
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That was the time in which India and Europe could engage a differ-
ent dialogue, following the independence: still through fascination
— and, among western Indologists, admiration — for Indian culture,
to which the recent history added a surge of empathy, and on the
ground of a renewed trust. Yet, Biardeau disliked any conventional
idea about India — the “land of spirit”, the “mystical India”... The
portrait of Gandhi she published in 1954°, her acute analysis of the
recent past of India, is eloquent enough about her extraordinary
qualities as an historian.

Up to this time, European Indology had been almost practised
on this side of the Planet, en vase clos, without any contact with the
descendents of this great tradition. Louis Renou, whose classes in
Sanskrit at the EPHE Biardeau actively attended since 1949, went
to India only once. Yet Renou worked mostly on Vedic literature,
while Biardeau was soon attracted by the progress of Hinduism out
of Vedic times and up to its present developments. At the EPHE
Biardeau also attended the classes in Indian philology by Jean Fil-
liozat (who noted, for the year 1956, Biardeau’s important contri-
bution to the interpretation of the Nadbindopanisad)*, and Indian
religions by Olivier Lacombe.

Biardeau was again in India, this time as a CNRS researcher,
from February 1956 to September 1957, and then, from July 1959 to
August 1960, she worked there for the Ecole francaise d’Extréme-
Orient (EFEO). The same year she became directeur d’études in
indian religions at the EPHE - Religious studies. Since 1963, Bi-
ardeau spent her life between France and India, staying in India dur-
ing four or five months every year. In Poona, at the Deccan College,
she partook in the prestigious project Thesaurus of Sanskrit lan-
guage. As an associate member of the EFEOQ, she collaborated for
more than thirty years with this Institution, who published many of
her books together with the Department of Indology at the French
Institute of Pondicherry.

Her Indology, both texts and fieldwork, leans on this fortunate co-
incidence — more than an intuition, a strong conviction: there is

3« Gandhi, histoire et 1égende », Esprit 8-9 (1954), p. 176-214.
4 Annuaire de I'EPHE, I* Section (1956), p. 71. See at the address: http://www.persee.
fr/web/ouvrages/home/prescript/fond/ephe
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Madeleine Biardeau and K. Saradamoni, Trivandrum, 1951 (or 1952). Courtesy of
Dr K. Saradamoni.

a living tradition of knowledge in India, uninterrupted, transmitted
down from master to disciple, generation after generation, in order to
keep alive the Vedic lore as well as the different Indian philosophical
schools. Among the Indian pandits Biardeau met at that time there are
V.A. Ramasvami Sast, K.K. Kufjjunni Raja, K.A. Sivaramakrsna
SastiT, and Subramanya Sastri. They are acknowledged in her edi-
tion of Vacaspatimisra’s Tattvabindu (1956, revised edition in 1979),
Mandanamisra’s Sphotasiddhi (1958) and Brahmasiddhi (1969), and
the Brahmakanda of Bhartrhari’s Vakyapadiya (1964). In 1964 came
out Biardeau’s impressive PhD thesis, entitled Théorie de la connais-
sance et philosophie de la parole dans le brahmanisme classique,
which is a wonderful handbook of Indian philosophy of language,
and its metaphysical implications. In this work Biardeau underscores
also the social implications of the philosophical ideas, always pro-
duced by the Brahmanic elite, and yet reflecting a more general view
of Indian society. Thus, in the introduction to this book, while criti-
cizing their western assomptions, Biardeau shows interest for the
methods developed by the “sociology of knowledge”, and structur-

5 See the “Avant-propos” of her thesis Théorie de la connaissance et philosophie de la parole
dans le brahmanisme classique, Paris, 1964, p. 9. To the memory of Prof. Ramasvami SastiT, who was
the Head of Sanskrit Department in Trivandrum University, and the responsible of a recent edition of
the Tattvabindu (1936), is dedicated Biardeau’s edition of the Tattvabindu (Pondicherry, 1956).
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alism. It was Louis Dumont — whom Biardeau succeeded in 1969
as the director of the current Centre d’études de I’Inde et de I’Asie
du Sud (CEIAS), a small team at the time (LA 118 CNRS-EHESS)
— who introduced her to structuralism. Dumont’s work, and particu-
larly his leading essay Homo hierarchicus (1966) greatly influenced
Biardeau’s approach to Indian society and culture.

The structuralism of Dumont was a decisive key to access Indi-
an philosophy, religion and anthropology. Biardeau perceived that
“controversies between philosophers — writes Charles Malamoud —
give out their full meaning when they are illuminated by prescriptive
and narratives works which deliver the doctrinal rules for the «aims
of human existence», as well as for the organisation of society and
cosmos”®. While working on the texts of classical Indian philosophy,
Biardeau already points out the debate between Brahmans and Bud-
dhists. Notwithstanding a common framework — a shared technique
of argumentation —, this debate deeply oriented the progress of In-
dian thought. Thus, in the V" century, the famous Buddhist logician
Dinnaga deeply changed the history of Indian philosophy. On an-
other scale, the opposition between Brahmanism and Buddhism is a
central argument in Biardeau’s interpretation of Indian epics, which
is regarded as a Brahmanic “reaction” to the rise of Buddhism.

There is a continuity, if not a formal intimacy, between Indian
mythology and epic discourse. When Biardeau joined the EPHE,
this thread was already the centre of her interest. In the cosmogonic
myths of the Puranas Biardeau tests her methodology. It is around
few plots that more and more sophisticated conceptions take place.
They are looked upon as an elaborate expression of Indian “rational-
ity”, a sort of counterpart of Indian philosophical discourse. In fact,
the particular cosmogonic model stemming out from a multiplic-
ity of narratives presents itself as the basis of the concurrent phil-
osophic speculations, both having the same theoretical reference:
Vedic Revelation. Puranic cosmogonies show a prodigious intercon-
nection between ritual values — the “logic” of sacrifice — and those
of “renunciation”, the latter encompassing the former to shape the
world of “devotion” (bhakti). This is the matter of Biardeau’s Etudes
de mythologie hindoue — Tome 1. Cosmogonies puraniques (initially

¢ Ch. Malamoud, “Professor Madeleine Biardeau (1922-2010)”, op. cit., p. 44-45.
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published in Bulletin de I'EFEO 54, 55, 58) and Tome 2: Bhakti et
avatara (Bulletin de ’EFEQO 63 and 65) —, which gathers her studies
on the subject starting from 1968, and reprinted in two volumes in
1981. These values, bridging cosmic and social order (dharma), pro-
duce the tension between, on one side, the man of ritual and sacri-
fice, having his place in social hierarchy and committed to maintain
the global order, and on the other, the renouncer stepping aside from
society to achieve salvation. This tension is at the heart of the theory
of sacrifice in ancient India, whose evolution has been exposed by
Biardeau in another remarkable book, written in collaboration with
Charles Malamoud, Le sacrifice dans I’Inde ancienne (Paris, Presses
universitaires de France 1976, reprinted in 1996).

The Mahabhdrata had been the subject of Biardeau’s seminar
at the EPHE starting from 1968. The reading of Mythe et Epopée
I, just published by Georges Dumézil — the ideology of functions,
and Dumezil’s way of decoding the Mahabharata by enlightening
characters and events through their social implications — encourag-
es Biardeau in her own approach. The first results of her enquiry on
Indian epic tradition can be found in the introduction and notes to
the anthology of the Mahabharata translated by Jean-Michel Péter-
falvi (Paris, Flammarion, 1985-1986). In 1999 Biardeau edited with
Marie-Claude Porcher a collective translation of the Ramdayana in
the prestigious collection of the Pléiade. Yet in the Mahabharata,
where everyone has his own place and function, the “structure” of
the epic is clearly much more articulated. In this context, the main
key of Biardeau’s “historical” interpretation does not refer to a
“content” of the epic — a real war in a far past which could not have
been, she says, more than a marginal event on a local scale — it has
to be found in the time and context of its composition, regarded as a
reaction of Brahmanic India to the affirmation of Buddhism. We are
at the utmost of a religious crisis. The meaning of the fratricide war
in this epic is thus entirely religious and symbolic: a big sacrifice in
order to re-establish dharma — no longer a “function”, but an “all-
envolving and ultimate value of society” — where every one has to
perform his duty, as violent as it may be, according to the values of
the bhakti, the faithful devotion to the divinity expressed by a “de-
tached” action. Thus the study of the two great epics was a way to
shed light on the principles which control the relation between the
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gods and the world (the society) — in other terms, the complemen-
tarity between the two gods of salvation, Visnu and Siva.

An aspect of Biardeau’s work as important as the study of texts is
the ethnological investigation. The interpretation of texts constitutes
a prelude to the ethnological enquire. The contrary is also true. It is
impossible to really separate these two aspects in Biardeau’s work,
their association underpins each of her enterprises. And this is already
true from the time of her thesis. As we have seen, she punctuated her
life travelling through India. It was the occasion to explore different
regions of the sub-continent, to visit main and minor temples and ob-
serve local cults. Thus, she could appreciate the transformations that
occur between the “textual” version and the “local” variants of the
myths, as well as of the cult. The study of the regional temples de-
voted to different forms of Visnu or Siva allows a better understanding
of the Goddess’s function, as the consort of the sovereign gods, or as
the sovereign herself (in many minor temples exclusively devoted to
her). Here the cult shows few meaningful reminiscences of the Vedic
sacrifice, and it is part of a common heritage. This is the main thesis
of the collective volume about the Hindu Goddess she edited in 1981
(Autour de la Déesse hindoue, “Purusartha”: 5), and of her monograph
Histoires de poteaux. Variations védiques autour de la Déesse hindoue
(EFEO, 1989), translated into English in 2004 (University of Chicago
Press). This book holds a particular place in Biardeau’s work — and she
had a special regard for it. Indeed, it is a book full of treasures, auda-
cious in its method, a rewarding reading.

Biardeau took part in many collective works on Indian philoso-
phy and religion (although she seemed not paying much attention
to colloquia and conferences), and was also involved in few com-
parative projects promoted at the EPHE by her colleague and friend
Jean-Pierre Vernant’. The success of Biardeau’s work is also tied
to the effort she made to render it accessible to the non-initiated.
Her book L’ hindouisme. Anthropologie d’une civilisation (Flam-
marion, 1981) was reprinted numerous times and translated into

7 Vernant was the founder (in 1964) and first director of the Centre Louis Gernet for
Comparative Studies on Ancient Societies. In 1971 Biardeau was invited to present a dos-
sier on the sacrifice in ancient India (“Le sacrifice comme principe structurant de la société
hindoue”). The book Le sacrifice dans I’Inde ancienne may be regarded also as a fruit of this
interdisciplinary dialogue.
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English, Italian, Spanish, etc. In 2003 Biardeau was awarded the
“Emile Senart Foundation” prize by the Académie des Inscriptions
et Belles-Lettres “for all of her contribution in the field of Indology”.
From text to fieldwork, all Biardeau’s work reflects her approach, all
at once subtle, rigorous, deeply considered.

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MADELEINE BIARDEAU®

BOOKS

1956: Tattvabindu de Vicaspatimisra. Critical edition, transla-
tion and introduction. Pondicherry, Institut frangais d’Indolo-
gie (Publications de I’Institut francais d’indologie: 3), 1956.

1958: Sphota Siddhi (La Démonstration du sphota) par Mandana
Misra. Introduction, translation and commentary by M. Bi-
ardeau. Sanskrit text established by N.R. Bhatt, in collabora-
tion with T. Ramanujam. Pondicherry, Institut frangais d’indo-
logie (Publications de I’TFI: 13), 1958.

— Inde. Paris, Seuil (Petite Planéte: 19), 1958.

1964: Theéorie de la connaissance et philosophie de la parole dans
le brahmanisme classique. Paris-The Hague, Mouton (Le Monde
d’Outre-Mer passé et présent, Etudes: 23), 1964 [PhD thesis].

— Bhartrhari. Vakyapadiya Brahmakanda, avec la vrtti de
Harivrsabha (text reproduced from Lahore edition). Translation,
introduction and notes. Paris, De Boccard (Publications de I’Insti-
tut de civilisation indienne: 24), 1964 [Complementary thesis].

1969: La philosophie de Mandana Misra, vue a partir de la
Brahmasiddhi. Paris, Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient (Pu-
blications de I’EFEO: 76), 1969.

8 The following list does not include the reports of Biardeau’s teaching, published
in the Annuaire de I’Ecole pratique des hautes études. Section des sciences religieuses,
avalaible on line (http://www.persee.fr/web/ouvrages/home/prescript/fond/ephe).
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1972: Clefs pour la pensée hindoue. Paris, Seghers, 1972.

1976: M. Biardeau, Ch. Malamoud, Le sacrifice dans I’Inde an-
cienne. Paris, Presses universitaires de France (Bibliothéque
de I’Ecole des hautes études, Sciences religieuses: 76), 1976.

1979: Le Tattvabindu de Vacaspatimisra. Edition critique, tra-
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Institut frangais d’indologie (Publications de I’'IFI: 3), 1979.

1981: Etudes de mythologie hindoue. I: Cosmogonies puraniques
[articles published in Bulletin de I'EFEO 54, 55, 58 (1968,
1969, 1971)]. Paris, Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient (Publi-
cations de I’EFEO: 128) 1981.

— L’hindouisme. Anthropologie d’une civilisation (revised edi-
tion of Clefs pour la pensée hindoue, Seghers, 1972). Paris,
Flammarion (Champs), 1981.

— (ed.), Autour de la Déesse hindoue. Paris, Ecole des hautes
études en sciences sociales, (Purusartha: 5) 1981.

1985: Le Mahabharata. Extraits traduits du sanscrit. I: Livres I a
V. Translation by J.-M. Péterfalvi. Introduction, commentaries,
summaries, glossary by M. Biardeau. Paris, Flammarion, 1985.

1986: Le Mahabharata. Extraits traduits du sanscrit. II: Livres VI a
XVIII. Translation by J.-M. Péterfalvi. Introduction, commentaries,
summaries, glossary by M. Biardeau. Paris, Flammarion, 1986.

1989: Histoires de poteaux. Variations védiques autour de la
Déesse hindoue. Paris, Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient (Pu-
blications de I’EFEO: 154), 1989.

1994: Etudes de mythologie hindoue. 11: Bhakti et avatara [ar-
ticles published in Bulletin de I’EFEQO 63, 65 (1976, 1978)].
Pondicherry, Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient (Publications
de ’EFEO: 171), 1994.
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1999: M. Biardeau, M.-Cl. Porcher (eds), with the collaboration
of Ph. Benoit, B. Pagani, B. Parlier, J.-M. Péterfalvi, and A.
Rebiere, Le Ramayana de Valmiki. Paris, NRF Gallimard (Bi-
bliotheque de La Pléiade: 458), 1999.

2002: Le Mahdabharata. Un récit fondateur du brahmanisme et
son interprétation. Paris, Seuil, 2002, 2 vols.

2011: M. Biardeau, M.-Cl. Porcher (eds), A. Taha Hussein-Oka-
da (ed. icon., introd.), B.N. Goswamy (preface), Ramdayana :
illustré par les miniatures indiennes du XVI¢ au XIX* siecle. Par-
is, Diane de Selliers, 7 vol., 2011 [Reprint, for the translation,
commentary and notes, of the text published in 1999].

COLLECTIVE WORKS
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— “L’atman dans le Commentaire de Sabarasvamin”, in Mé-
langes d’indianisme a la mémoire de Louis Renou: 40° anni-
versaire de la fondation de I’ Institut de civilisation indienne de

[’Université de Paris (Publications de I’Institut de civilisation
indienne: 28), 1967, p. 109-125.

1968: “Religions de 1’'Inde” in Problemes et méthodes d’histoire
des religions. Mélanges publiés par la Section des sciences reli-
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études. Paris, Presses universitaires de France, 1968, p. 73-77.

1969: “La décapitation de Renuka dans le mythe de Para§urama”
in Pratidanam: Indian, Iranian and Indo-European Studies
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Paris, Mouton (Series Major: 34), 1969, p. 563-572.
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Editions du CNRS (Colloques internationaux du Centre national
de la recherche scientifique: 582) 1978, p. 107-110 [Introduction
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1979: N. Balbir, M. Biardeau, J. Boisselier, C. Caillat, F. Chap-
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Bharatiya Sanskrit Parishad, 1981, p. 875-881.

— “Introduction”, in M. Biardeau (ed.), Autour de la Déesse hin-
doue. Paris, EHESS (Purusartha: 5), 1981, p. 9-16.

— “L’arbre sami et le buffle sacrificiel”, ibid., p. 215-243.
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loque du Centenaire de la Section des sciences religieuses de
[’EPHE, vol. 92, Louvain-Paris, 1989, p. 93-117.
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in D. Vidal, G. Tarabout, E. Meyer (eds), Violence et non-
violence en Inde. Paris, Ecole des hautes études en sciences
sociales (Purusartha: 16), 1994, p. 125-139 [English version:
Violence/Non-violence: Some Hindu Perspectives. Delhi, Ma-
nohar, 2003].

1997: “Some Remarks on the Links between the Epics, the
Puranas and their Vedic Sources”, in 3 Parts: 1. “The Two
Sanskrit Epics Reconsidered”; 2. “Puranic Cosmogonies and
Upanisads”; 3. “From Yuga to Avatara” in G. Oberhammer
(ed.), Studies in Hinduism: Vedism and Hinduism, Wien, Os-
terreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften (Osterreichische
Akademie der Wissenschaften, philosophisch-historische
Klasse: 642. Beitrdge zur Kultur- und Geistesgeschichte Asi-
ens: 19), 1997, p. 69-177.

— “Un certain Kicaka”, in S. Lienhard, I. Piovano (eds), Lex et
Litterae: Studies in Honour of Professor Oscar Botto. Alessan-
dria, Edizioni dell’Orso, 1997, p. 35-52.
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indologica 2011.indb 308 @ 08/11/13 12:23



1 hEEm ® | D [ [ [

Silvia D’Intino, Obituary and Bibliography of Madeleine Biardeau (1922-2010) 309

— “Brahmanes combattants dans un mythe du Sud de I’Inde”,
The Adyar Library Bulletin 31-32 (1967-1968): Dr V. Ragha-
van Felicitation Volume, p. 519-530.

— “Inde” [general introduction], in Encyclopaedia Universalis:
Corpus, 8 (©1968), 1971, p. 792-793.

— “Karman” in Encyclopaedia Universalis: Corpus, 9 (©1968),
1971, p. 628.

1969: “Ftudes de mythologie hindoue (II): I. Cosmogonies
puraniques (suite)”, Bulletin de [’EFEQO 55 (1969), p. 59-105.

1970: “Letter to the Editors [January 21 1970]”, Purana 12,1
(1970): Vamana Number, p. 180-181.

— “The Story of Arjuna Kartavirya without Reconstruction”,
Purana 12,2 (1970): Vyasa-pirnima Number, p. 286-303.

1971: “Etudes de mythologie hindoue (III): I. Cosmogonies
puraniques (suite)”, Bulletin de [’EFEO 58 (1971), p. 17-89.

— “Aspects of Religion in South-Asia: The Significance of the
Mahabharata in Classical Hinduism”. Communication held at
the University of London, SOAS, 18 p. [Typed offset, acces-
sible at the library of Indian Studies, College de France].

— “Le sacrifice comme principe structurant de la société hindoue
(d’apres I’exposé de M. Biardeau, 23 avril 1971)”. Centre de re-
cherches comparées sur les sociétés anciennes, 18 p. [Typed oft-
set accessible at the library of Indian Studies, College de France].

1972: “Brahmanes et potiers”, Annuaire de [’EPHE, Section des
sciences religieuses 79 (1971-1972), p. 31-55.

1973: “Le sacerdoce dans I’hindouisme classique”, Studia mis-
sionalia 22 (1973), p. 187-200.

1974: “Hindouisme”, in Grande Encyclopédie Larousse, vol. X.
Paris, Larousse, 1974, p. 6211-6214.

1975: “Narasimha, mythe et culte. I. Le mythe. II. Narasimha et

ses sanctuaires”, Purusartha. Recherches en sciences sociales
sur ’Asie du Sud (1975), p. 31-66.
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1976: “Etudes de mythologie hindoue (IV): II. Bhakti et avatara”,

Bulletin de ’EFEQO 63 (1976), p. 111-263.

1978: “Etudes de mythologie hindoue (V): II. Bhakti et avatara

(suite)”, Bulletin de ’EFEO 65 (1978), p. 87-238.

— “Mythe épique et hindouisme d’aujourd’hui”, Indologica Tau-

rinensia 5 (1977), p. 43-53.

1981: “Sakuntala dans 1’épopée”, Indologica Taurinensia, 7 (1979):

Dr Ludwig Sternbach Felicitation Volume, Part. I, p. 115-125.

— “L’hindouisme comme vision du monde”, Exister. Cahiers du

Centre Kierkegaard 20 (1981): L’ hindouisme, p. 3-18.
“Avatara”; “Cinq (le chiffre): Paficamukha, la divinité a cinq tétes
dans I’hindouisme”; “Cosmogonie puranique”; “Cosmogonie ve-
dique”; “Deva/Asura. Dieux célestes et ‘démons’ de I’hindouisme”;
“Devi. La Déesse en Inde”; “Ganapati”; “Ganga/Yamuna. La ri-
viére du salut et celle des origines”; “Inde. Les mythologies. L’hin-
douisme”; “Kamadhenu. La vache mythique, symbole de prospé-
rité¢”; “Krsna. L’enfance et la vie adulte”; “Mahabharata. Le mythe
principal”’; “Matsya. Le poisson et le déluge. Le travail de 1’ima-
gination mythique”; ‘“Nara/Narayana”; ‘“Narasimha. L’Homme-
Lion”; “Parasurama”; “Ramayana”; “Sacrifice. Le yiipa, poteau
sacrificiel dans 1’hindouisme”; “Skanda. Un grand dieu souverain
du sud de I’'Inde”; “Terre. Les symboles de la terre dans la religion
de I’Inde”; Vamana, le Nain”; “Vasistha/Visvamitra. La séparation
des fonctions sacerdotale et royale”; “Visnu/Siva. Dieux suprémes
de la bhakti hindoue”, in Y. Bonnefoy (ed.), Dictionnaire des my-
thologies et des religions des sociétés traditionnelles et du monde
antique. Paris, Flammarion, 1981, 2 vol.

1982: Preface to: J. Scheuer, Siva dans le Mahabharata. Paris,

Presses universitaires de France (Bibliothéque de I’Ecole des
hautes études. Section des sciences religieuses: 84), 1982, p. 9.

1984: “Nala et Damayanti, héros épiques”, Indo-Iranian Journal,
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27,4 (1984), p. 247-274.
“The Sami Tree and the Sacrificial Buffalo™, Contributions to
Indian Sociology, 18,1 (1984), p. 1-23.
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1985: “Nala et Damayanti, héros épiques. II. Le contexte épique”,
Indo-Iranian Journal, 28,1 (1985), p. 1-34.

— Preface to: M. Kondvilker, Inde.: Journal d’un intouchable (1969-
1977). French translation by G. Poitevin, in collaboration with
V.D. Divekar and K. Rotzer. Paris, L’Harmattan, 1985, p. 5-8.

1987: Preface to: H. Zimmer, Maya ou le réve cosmique (French
transl. M. Hulin). Paris, Fayard, 1987, p. 11-15.

1991: “Nara and Narayana”, Wiener Zeitschrift fiir the Kunde
Stidasien 35 (1991), p. 75-108.

2001: “Olivier Lacombe (1904-2001)”, Annuaire de I'Ecole pra-
tique des hautes études. Section des sciences religieuses 109
(2000-2001), p. 23-25.

2004: “In Memoriam Sylvia Murr (1947-2002)”, in A. Montaut (ed.)
Littérature et poétiques pluriculturelles en Asie du Sud. Paris, Ecole
des hautes études en sciences sociales (Purusartha: 24), p. 347-359.

2006: “A propos de la “trifonction’ dumézilienne”, Agenda de la
pensée contemporaine 4 (2006), p. 121-128.

REVIEWS

1959: “F. Nowotny, Eine durch Miniaturen erlduterte Doctrina
Mpystica aus Srinagar. The Hague, Mouton & Co.”, Indo-Ira-
nian Journal 3,4 (1959), p. 310-312.

— “L. Silburn, Instant et cause. Le discontinu dans la pensée phi-
losophique de [’Inde. Paris, Vrin”, Indo-Iranian Journal 3,4
(1959), p. 312-314.

— “L. Dumont, Une sous-caste de [’Inde du Sud: organisation
sociale et religion des Pramalai Kallar. Paris/The Hague,
Mouton, 19577, Indo-Iranian Journal 3,4 (1959), p. 314-316.

1960: “D.S. Ruegg, Contribution a [’histoire de la philosophie
linguistique indienne. Paris, 1959, Indo-Iranian Journal
4,2/3 (1960), p. 170-172.
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— “G.V. Devasthali, Mimamsa. The Vakyasastra of Ancient India.
Bombay, s.d.”, Indo-Iranian Journal 4,4 (1960), p. 311-312.

1961: “J. Boulier-Fraissinet, La philosophie indienne. Paris, PUF,
1961, Journal asiatique 249 (1961), p. 435-436.

1965: “Kunjunni Raja, Indian Theories of Meaning. Madras,
1963, Indo-Iranian Journal 8,3 (1965), p. 228-232.

1966: “L. Dumont, Une sous-caste de [’Inde du Sud: organisation
sociale et religion des Pramalai Kallar. Paris/The Hague, Mou-
ton, 19577; “Hierarchy and Marriage in South-Indian Kinship.
London, Royal anthropological Institute of Great Britain and
Ireland, 19577, Current Anthropology 7,3 (1966), p. 327-346.

1968: “L. Schmidthausen, Mandanamisras Vibrahmavivekah,
mit einer Studie zur Entwicklung der indischen Irrtumslehre
(Wien 1965)”, Journal asiatique 256 (1968), p. 465-467.

1971: “S. Bhattacharji, The Indian Theogony. A Comparative
Study of Indian Mythology from the Vedas to the Puranas. New-
York/London, Cambridge University Press, 19707, American
Anthropologist,n.s. 73, 6 (1971), p. 1353-1354.

1972: “G. Dumézil, Heur et malheur du guerrier. Aspects mythiques de
la fonction guerriere chez les Indo-Européens. Paris, Presses univer-
sitaires de France, 1969, Revue historique 284,1 (1972), p. 159-162.

1974: “A-M. Esnoul, Les strophes du Samkhya (Samkhya-karika),
avec le commentaire de Gaudapada. Paris, Les Belles Lettres,
1964”, Revue philosophique de la France et de [’Etranger 164
(1974): Pensées asiatiques et orientales, p. 117-118.

1975: “K.A. Subramanya lyer, Vakyapadiya of Bhatrhari,
with the Commentary of Helaraja. Kanda III, Pt. 1. Poona,
1963 [...] K.A. Subramanya lyer, Bhartrhari. A Study of the
Vakyapadiya in the Light of the Ancient Commentaries. Poona,
1969, Journal asiatique 263 (1975), p. 470-472.
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— “W. Doniger O’Flaherty, Asceticism and Eroticism in the My-
thology of Siva. London-New York-Toronto, Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 19737, L’Homme 15,1 (1975), p. 119-121.

1976: “H. Gehrts, Mahabharata. Das Geschehen und seine Be-
deutung. Bonn, Bouvier Verlag H. Grundmann, 1975, Indo-
Iranian Journal 18, 1/2 (1976), p. 124-127.

— “B.K. Matilal, Epistemology, Logic and Grammar in Indian
Philosophical Analysis. The Hague-Paris, Mouton, 19717,
Orientalische Literaturzeitung 71,2 (1976), p. 181-186.

1978: “R. Goldman, Gods, Priests, and Warrior: The Bhrgus
of the Mahabharata. New-York, Columbia University Press,
19777, Journal of Asian Studies 37,2 (1978), p. 386-387.

— “A. Hiltebeitel, The Ritual of Battle. Krishna in the
Mahabharata. Tthaca-London, Cornell University Press,
1976, L’Homme 18,1 (1978), p. 208-214.

— “F. Staal, Exploring mysticism — A methodological Essay.
Berkeley-Los Angeles, University of California Press, 19757,
Indo-Iranian Journal 20,3/4 (1978), p. 260-262.

1981: “L. Renou, L Inde fondamentale. Etudes d’indianisme réu-
nies et présentées par Charles Malamoud. Paris, Hermann,
Collection Savoir, 1978, Annales. Economies, sociétés, civili-
sations 36,5 (1981), p. 841-842.

— “F.B. Kuiper, Varuna and Vidisaka. On the Origin of Sanskrit
Drama. Amsterdam-Oxford-New York, North-Holland Pub-
lishing Company, 1979, Indo-Iranian Journal 23,4 (1981), p.
293-300.

1982: “M. Stutley, Ancient Indian Magic and Folklore. An Intro-
duction, London—Henley, Routledge & Keagan Paul, 19807,
L’Homme 22,1 (1982), p. 102-103.

1991: “A. Couture, L’enfance de Krsna. Traductions des cha-

pitres 30 a 78 du Harivamsa |...] 1989, Bulletin de '’EFEO
78 (1991), p. 339.
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— “B.K. Smith, Reflexions on Resemblance, Ritual, and Religion.
New York-Oxford, Oxford University Press”, Indo-Iranian
Journal 31,1 (1991), p. 78-83.

1993: “D.A. Soifer, The Myths of Narasimha and Vamana. Two
Avatars in Cosmological Perspective”, Bulletin de [’EFEQO 80
(1993), p. 306-308.

2003: “L. Gonzalez-Reimann, The Mahabharata and the Yugas,
India's Great Epic Poem and the Hindu System of World Ages.
New York, Peter Lang, 2002”, Bulletin de [’EFEO, 90-91
(2003-2004), p. 510-515.

TRANSLATED BOOKS

1960: India (Italian transl. M.-C. Gaetani). Milan, Mondadori
(“Enciclopedia popolare Mondadori™), 1960.

— India (English transl. F. Carter). London, Vista Books, 1960
[various reprints: 1961, 1965, etc.].

1985: L’induismo. Antropologia di una civilta (Italian transl. F.
Poli), Milan, Mondadori, 1985.

1989: Hinduism: The Anthropology of a Civilization (English
transl. R. Nice). Delhi/Oxford/New York, Oxford University
Press, 1989.

1996: Hinduismul. Antropologia unei civilizatii (Roman transl. L.
Busuioc), Bucharest, Symposion, 1996.

2003: The Hinduism omnibus, with an introduction by T.N.
Madan. New Delhi, Oxford University Press, 2003 [Text re-
printed from the volume Hinduism].

2004: Stories about Posts: Vedic Variations around the Hindu

Goddess (English transl. A. Hiltebeitel, M.-L. Reiniche). Chi-
cago, University of Chicago Press, 2004.
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2005: El hinduismo: antropologia de una civilizacion (Spanish
transl. V. Merlo Lillo), Barcelona, Kairos, 2005.
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MIRJA JUNTUNEN

SIEGFRIED LIENHARD
(29 August 1924 - 6 March 2011)*

A passionate and a true scholar of Indology, Nepalese studies
and Buddhology, Professor Emeritus Siegfried Lienhard passed
away in Stockholm on 6 March 2011 aged 86. He left behind his
wife Madeleine, relatives in Austria, and a large number of former
students and colleagues in Sweden and other parts of the world,
not least in India and Nepal. Professor Lienhard continued his
research until the very last year of his life. We saw him regularly
coming to the Department of Oriental Languages at Stockholm
University with a piece of paper in his hand. Often it was a refer-
ence to be checked in a book or a passage to be found in one of
the texts we kept in our departmental library in Stockholm. Both
we younger colleagues and his former students felt honoured to
have him among us. He used to take the long walk to the depart-
ment from the university metro station, a practise that testified to
his extraordinary physical condition even at an old age. We were
all amazed how he kept his body and mind fit.

Professor Lienhard was born on 29 August 1924 in St. Veit
an der Glan in Austria. After matriculation examination from the
Gymnasium in Klagenfurt in 1942 he started studying Indology,
Comparative Indo-European Linguistics and Philosophy at the
University of Vienna. He earned his Dr. Phil. in 1949. He was
the holder of a scholarship grant from the French Government
for two years in 1950-51 (Boursier du Gouvernement Francais)
and he continued with his post-doctoral studies at the Univer-

* Republished from Newsletter of the International Association of Sanskrit Studies,
n. 10 (2012), p. 47-50.

08/11/13 12:23



318 Indologica Taurinensia, 37 (2011)

sity of Paris (Sorbonne) and the Ecole pratique des hautes études.
The major part of the 1950s he worked as an assistant to Profes-
sor Ernst Waldschmidt at the Department of Indology, Gottingen
University. However, between the two periods of work at Got-
tingen, he went to teach the German Language at Banaras Hindu
University in Varanasi. It was also in Varanasi where he met his
life-companion to be, Madeleine Lagerfelt, a student of psychol-
ogy at that time. They married and Siegfried moved to Stock-
holm, initiated the teaching of Indology at Stockholm University
and was appointed Professor of Indology, especially Modern In-
dian Philology, and Head of Department in 1967.

He had earned the title of Professor already in 1962 when he
was appointed Professor of Indology at the University of Kiel.
In due course in the following years, Professor Lienhard was
honoured by several titles of Professor, among them Honorary
Professor of South Asian Languages and Literatures, especially
medieval and modern, at the University of Vienna, Dr. h.c. at La
Nouvelle Sorbonne in Paris and Dr. h.c. (Vacaspati) at Sanskrit
University, Tirupati. From the 1980s onwards he was elected as
a member of numerous scientific academies around the world:
Member of the Austrian Academy of Sciences (1981), Member
of the Royal Swedish Academy of Literature, History and An-
tiquities (1982), Distinguished Member of the Akhila Bharatiya
Sanskrit Parishad, Lucknow (1985), Member of the Royal Dan-
ish Academy of Sciences and Letters (1986), Member of the
Academy of Sciences of Turin (1988), Member of the Acade-
my of Sciences in Gottingen (1988), Honorary Member of the
Kalidasa and Max Miiller International Sanskrit Society, India
(1989), Member of the Academia Europaea (1989), Member of
the Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei (1991), Honorary Member
of the Academy of Mediterranean Studies, Sicily (1993), Mem-
ber and Chairman of Board of the Scandinavian Institute of Asian
Studies, Copenhagen (1981), Member of the Bureau of the Union
Academique Internationale (1995) and Member of the Institut de
France (1998).

The number of his books and articles, the wide range of themes
and the depth of his knowledge are impressive and inspiring.
He sparked off his academic career by translating into German
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language the Love Manual of Kokkoka (Kokkoka: Geheimnisse
der Liebeskunst (Ratirahasya), aus dem Sanskrit iibertragen’,
Schmiden bei Stuttgart, 1960). Already in the years preceding
the publication of this book, he had shown an interest in the In-
dian kavya compositions and in court poetry. He published an ar-
ticle on the types of nayika in the Indian kavya literature in 1955
(‘Typen der nayika im indischen kavya’, WZKM 52,1955) and
on DhoyT’s Pavanadiita in 1958 (‘Der Pavanadiita des Dhoy?’,
Orientalia Suecana 7 (1958). The articles of Professor Lienhard
went on then dealing with ‘Palai Poems in Sanskrit and Prakrit’
(in Prof. K.A. Nilakanta Sastri Felicitation Volume, Madras
1971), ‘Akapporul and Sanskrit Muktaka Poetry’ (in Compte-
Rendu de la Troisieme Conférence Internationale, Association
Internationale des Etudes Tamoules, Publications de 1’Institut
Francais d’Indologie 50, Pondichéry, 1973), ‘Summer Poems
in Sanskrit and Prakrit’ (/ndologica Taurinensia 5, 1977), ‘On
the Textual Structure of Kavya’ (in K. Kunjunni Raja Felicita-
tion Volume, Adyar Library Bulletin 44-45, 1980-81), ‘Carmina
figurata dans la poésie sanscrite’, Bulletin d’Etudes Indiennes 10,
1992, to name a few articles in the field of Sanskrit and Prakrit
poetry. The scholarship that he showed in these articles was later
on elaborated in the monumental work, 4 History of Classical
Poetry: Sanskrit-Pali-Prakrit (A History of Indian Literature
III.1. ed. by J. Gonda, Wiesbaden 1984).

Another area of interest that he had developed already early
in his career was the literature, art, language and religion of the
Newars. His ‘Maniciidavadanoddhrta: a Buddhist Re-birth Story
in the Nevari Language’ was published in 1963 in Stockholm
(Acta Universitatis Stockholmiensis, Stockholm Oriental Series
4, Stockholm-Goteborg- Uppsala). He conducted extensive field-
work in Nepal, particularly in the Kathmandu Valley, where he
spent several months each time often accompanied by a research
assistant from Stockholm University. His stays resulted in sev-
eral pioneering books on Newar poetry, folksongs and paintings.
‘Nevarigitimafijari: Religious and Secular Poetry of the Nevars
of the Kathmandu Valley’ appeared in 1974 (Acta Universitatis
Stockholmiensis, Stockholm Oriental Studies 10, Stockholm-
Goteborg-Uppsala), ‘Songs of Nepal: An Anthology of Nevar
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Folksongs and Hymns’ came out in 1984 (Asian Studies at Hawaii
30, Honolulu; First Indian edition in 1992, Delhi). He prepared
a beautiful volume with a painted scroll depicting the legend of
Prince Vi$vantara for the Museum of Indian Art in Berlin (Die
Legende vom Prinzen Visvantara: Eine nepalesische Bilderrolle,
mit 27 farb. Tafeln, 30 Abbildungen, Zeichungen; Verdftentlichen
des Museums fur Indische Kunst Berlin 5, Berlin 1980) and an-
other one on the adventures of the merchant Simhala (Die Aben-
teuer des Kaufmanns Simhala: Eine nepalesische Bilderrolle, mit
29 farb. Tafeln, Abbildungen, Zeichnungen; Verdftentlichungen
des Museums fur Indische Kunst Berlin 7, Berlin 1985). Still an-
other important outcome of his stay in Kathmandu resulted in
the catalogue, Nepalese Manuscripts: Nevari and Sanskrit (with
the collaboration of Thakur Lal Manandar, Verzeichnis der ori-
entalischen Handschriften in Deutschland 33, Wiesbaden 1988).
Professor Lienhard worked at the Nepal-German Manuscript
Preservation Project in the 1980s. He covered Buddhistic re-
ligious practices in Nepal in several articles. He wrote on reli-
gious syncretism, the survival of Indian Buddhism in Nepal, on
the monastery and the secular world, on rites and customs of the
Newars like birth, menstruation and death, and on art practices in
Newar Buddhism (see Sauhrdyamangalam: Studies in Honour of
Siegfried Lienhard on his 70th Birthday, ed. by Mirja Juntunen
et al., The Association of Oriental Studies, Stockholm 1994, for a
list of publications of Siegfried Lienhard).

Professor Lienhard also contributed to scholarship of Modern
Indian Studies and particularly to Hindi grammar. His work on the
use of tense and the formation of Aktionsarten in Modern Hindi is
still a book which is used and referred to by scholars and advanced
students of Hindi (Tempusgebrauch und Aktionsartenbildnung in
der modernen Hindi, Acta Universitatis Stockholmiensis, Stock-
holm Oriental Studies 1, Stockholm-Goteborg-Uppsala 1961).

We remember Siegfried Lienhard as a scholar of Indian and
Nepalese Studies. We also remember him as an organiser of in-
ternational conferences. On several occasions he brought famous
Indologists and Nepalologists to Stockholm and we were always
very excited to listen to and interact with these scholars. We were
also amazed by Siegfried’s multilingual capacity. Not only did he
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know many ancient and modern languages of Nepal and India, he
also wrote articles and books in English, German, Italian, French
and Swedish.

We all were proud and delighted when he was elected a mem-
ber of the Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei, The Italian National
Academy. Siegfried had the love and the perception as accurate
as that of the lynx. We gave him the nickname ‘siiksmadrsti’.
The scholar-poet Mr Mats Lindberg composed a verse in Sanskrit
to honour Professor Siegfried Lienhard on his 70th birthday. Let
Mats’ §loka keep Siegfried alive in our memory:

liyate hrdayo yasya ltnahrt sa udiritah,

harati suhrdam hrtsu sulinam hrdayakulam.

‘Linahrt’ his name declared whose heart is ever melting,

He steals away from hearts of friends the heart’s despair well
hidden.
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