J.P. SINHA *

PRASTAVARATNAKARA:
AN UNPUBLISHED ANTHOLOGY BY HARIDASA

When I was called upon by Prof. Oscar Botto, Director of the Insti-
tute of Indology, Turin (Italy) to contribute an article to the Felicitation
Volume in honour of Prof. Ludwik Sternbach, my attention was naturally
attracted towards a hitherto unpublished work on anthology viz. Prastd-
varatndkara by Haridasa. I could not think of any better subject for
a work which intended to felicitate the « Subhdsitavidvan ». During my
reading of the fasciculus on Subhasita, Gnowmic and Didactic Literature
published by Otto Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden (FRG) under the General
Editorship of Prof. J. Gonda, I came across a reference of the Prasta-
varaindkara by Haridasal. :

M. Krishnamachariar in his History of Classical Sanskrit Literature
also referred to Hariddsa and his Prastdvaratndkara at several places.
Under para 371 Krishnamachariar says — « Haridasa, son of Purusot-
tama, of the Karana clan was an inhabitant of the Maharaja-Kharagada.
Purusottama had four sons — Krsnadasa, Damodara, Narayana and Hari-
dasa. Haridasa was a worshipper of Ganesa and was proficient in all
sciences and arts. He composed Prastdvaratndkara in 1614 probably of
the Vikram Samvat, at Jatapattana during the reign of Varavirasahi in
21 chapters on various topics »2 Under para 893 Krishnamachariar
reiterates that « Hariddsa was son of Purusottama of Karapa family.
His Prastavaratnikara deals with enigmatic composition and was com-
posed in 1557 A.D.»3 Theoder Aufrecht had also taken note of the
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1. « X X X Haridasa's anthology (MS no. 79, Bhandarkar, Reprint 1883-84, p. 56)
compiled in 1614 (probably Samvat) divided into 22 sections of which the first
(nitiprakarana) is only preserved », pp. 36-37 (£n. 204).

2. History of Classical Sanskrit Literature, p. 381,

3. Ibid., p. 780.
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Prastavaratndkara and its author Haridasa in his Catalogus Catalogo-
rum. « Prastavaratndkara is a poem treating of various subjects, such
as alamkara, niti, jyotis, compiled by Haridasa, son of Purusottama »4,
says he and further remarks that « Hariddsa of the Karana family, son
of Purusottama, and younger brother of Krishnadasa, Damodara, Na-
rayana composed in 1557 — Prastavaratndkara » 3.

In the Catalogue of Sanskrit and Prakrit Manuscripts preserved in

the India Office Library (No. 7232), London, there is 'a mention of a
manuscript of the text at serial no. 3620. Its details are as under.
Fol. 1; Card Board; Size 6-5/8 in. x 7-5/8 in.; Elaborately written

in Devanagari characters in the nineteenth century; 5 lines.
A sentence, written as a caligraphic specimen from the Rdjaniti

section of the Prastdvaratndkara of Haridasa.
The verse is:

Yan kakinimanapathaprapanndm. yo manyate niskasahasratulyam [
Danesu kotisvapi-muktahastantam - rajasimhanna-jahati laksmih [/
Prastavaratnidkare rajanitau .

Incidentally a manuscript of the Prastdvaratnakara of Hariddsa is
preserved in the Manuscripts collection of the Akhila Bharatiya Sanskrit
Parishad, Lucknow (India). It is catalogued on p. 234 and p. 509 of the
Catalogue of Manuscripts in the Akhila Bharatiya Sanskrit Parishad,
Lucknow (India), compiled by Shri D.R. Juyal and published in the
year 1963. The details of the Ms. are as under:

Accession no. 696

Name of the work Prastavaratnakara
Name of the Author Haridasa
Material Paper

Script Devanagari

Size 23 x 11.5 cm.
Number of folio 104

Lines per page 9

Extent (in Anustubh) 1638
Complete/Incomplete Complete
Condition Old

Source Shri Gopal Chandra Sinha

4. Catalogus Catalogorum, p. 360.

5. Ibid., p. 757.

Retd. Distt. Judge, Lucknow

6. This occurs as verse no. 80 on p. 18R of the manuscript under discussion

and read as under:

Yah kakinimapyathaprapanndm yo nvisyate niskasahasratulyam |
kdle ca kotisvapi muktagdtrastam rdjasimmhamp na jahati laksmih [/
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The MS. opens as:

Srviganesaya namah [/

Vande tam ganandthamdryamanagham daridryadavanalam

Yam natva surakotayah prabhuvaram siddhim labhante param [
Sundadandavidhiiyamanasamalam samsdrasindhostarim
Sindararunavigraham paripataddanambudhdravrtam [/

and ends as:

GrhapraveSe dahah sydcchayanam nisphalam bhavet [

Vrsabhasvagajaroham sarvawm caiva ty varjayet [/ 274 [/

Iti Srikaranakuldlamkarapurusottamasiinuhariddsaviracite
[prastavaratnakare jyotihsdstraprakaranam samdptam [/

Subham [/ 3 [/

Rasanetranidhiscandre Sravane Suklapaksake [

Saptamyam bhrguvdre ca Jagannathopyalilikhat [/

Pathanartham Ambikaprasdadasya [/

It appears from the above that the MS. preserved in the collection
of the Akhila Bharatiya Sanskrit Parishad, Lucknow (India) was copied
in 1926 (Vikrama Samvat?) by Jagannatha for some Ambikadasa, but it
was composed about three hundred years earlier in Vikrama samvat (?)
1614, a date which is given by the author himself in the following verse:

Varse vedarasarasendrakulite maghasite pamcami [
Hastarke Varavirasdhanypateh Srimadgadhapattane [/

According to Prof. Sternbach the work is divided into 22 Sections,
but according to the list of contents, as given in the Prastavaratnikara
itself, the number of Sections is only 217 In fact the number of Sections
is 20 only, which comes to 21 by counting the first Section named as
Anukramaparicchedah (the chapter enumerating the contents) among the
number of chapters. Similarly Prof. Sternbach’s number (22) can be
arrived at if the Section dealing with the praise and censure of women
is taken as two separate Sections. Some of the Sections are further
divided into sub-sections.

The Section on good and bad omens (Sakunasubhdsubha) has
6 sub-sections, that on Palmistry (samudrika) has 2, the one dealing
with amusements (Kautuka) has 23 and the one on Astronomy (Jyotik-
Sastram) also has 23 sub-sections. According to the Anukramapariccheda
the subject matter of the Prastavaratndkara is as follows:

1. Niti, 2. Rajaniti, 3. Prakirndkhyana, 4. Anyokti, 5. Dhahapras‘amsd,

6. Sajjanaprasamsa, 1. Udyamakhydna, 8. Daivakhyana, 9. Durjananinda,
10. Katakhyana, 11. Sadacara, 12. Dharmdakhyana, 13. Strinindaprasamse,

7. Evam prakarnanyatra kathitanyekavimsatih [/
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14. Tarumahima, 15. Ragakhyana, 16, Sakunasubhasubha, 11. Sdmudrika,
18. Svapnadhyaya, 19. Kautukam and 20. Jyotihsdstram .

All the Sections, except those on Daivakhyana, Strininddprasarmse,
Tarumahimd and Ragakhyana, have a colophon at the end?’ It is clear
fom the colophon that the author Haridasa was son of Purusottama of
the Karana family °. Luckily the author has given a detailed account of
_himself in the opening verses just after paying obeisance to Ganesa

and Sarasvati. According to this account, there lived in the great king-
dom known as Kharagadha Purusottama of the Karana family. He was
a great scholar and had four sons of immense glory. Among them the
eldest was Krsndasa, the best of the nobles and the youngest was Hari-
dasa himself ®, The names of his two elder brothers are not given in
the MS. under review. However, Krishnamachariar has given their names
as Damodara and Nardyana . In our MS. the original reading, perhaps
due to the slip of the pen of the scribe, is « Damodarapardayanau »,
but the lengthening of « pd » was corrected by him as « pa». Perhaps
_the MS . to_which Krishnamachariar had. an access. was not corrected
and read as « Damodarapdrdyanau ». Thinking that this reading did
not convey any sense he might have taken it as « Damodarandrayanau »
and came to the conclusion that Haridasa's two brothers immediately
elder to him were Damodara and Né&radyapa. Hariddsa was a great
devotee of the Lord Ganesa 2,

After a salutory sentence for the Lord Ganpesa the author starts with
offering benediction to him and the first verse is composed by the

8. Athanukramanika |/

Kriyatenukramah spastah subodhdrtham subhdsitam [
Nitih prathamato jrieyd rdjaniti tatah param [/

Atha prakirnakidkhydanamanyoktisca tathaiva ca /|
Dhanaprasamsdbhimatd sajjandviam prasamsanaw [/
Udyamakhyanamaparam daivikhyanamatah param [
Durjananam tathd wnindd kiitakhydnakameva ca [/
Saddcarastato jiieyo dharmakhydanavimisritah [
Strindm ninddprasamse ca tartinam wmahimd tatha [/
Ragakhyanam $dkunikamatha samudrikam matam [
Svapnddhyayah kautukdni proktani vividhani ca [/
Jyotihdastram tato jheyam ratnakosatsamuddhrtam [
Evawn prakarananyatra kathitanyekavimsatih //, p. 2V.

9. Iti $rikaranakuldlamkdrapurusottamasiinuhariddsaviracite prastivaratndkare...

paricchedah.

10. Khardagadhe mahardjye karanah purusottamah [
Asitprdjfiah satam Sresthal kulasilayutah Irti // 5 [/
Abhavamstanayastasya catvaro bhiiritejasah [ !
Tesam $resthah Krswaddso gunailh Sresthastu sattamah [/ 6 [/
Tasyanujau mahdtmdanau damodaraparayanau [

Kanistho hariddsobhudvighnarajsya sevakah [/ T [/
11. Purusottama had four sons, Krspadisa, Damodara, Naréyana and Haridasa,
History of Classical Sanskrit Literature, p. 387.

12. Kanistho hariddasobhudvighnarajasya sevakah [/, p. 2R.
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author himself 13, It follows a verse in praise of the same deity and the
goddess of learning (Sarasvaii). All these verses have been picked up
from the writings of other poets. The author claims that he is compiling
the work for the pleasure of the noble and for terrorising the ignoble
" and in doing so he has consulted a number of works on Astronomy,
Brhatkatha, Smytis, kathis, Canakya's Arthasasta, works on palmistry
and those dealing with omens and medicine . The date of the com-
pletion of the work, as given by the author himself, is the fifth day of
the dark fortnight of Magha (month of the Hindu calendar) in the year
1614 (Vikram samvat?) and it was compiled in the Gadhapattana under
the reign of the king Vira Sdha 5,

Some of the twentyone Sections are further divided into subsec-
tions. The number of verses in each Section are as under:

Page No. Subject Number
of verses
1. IV-3R Anukramaparicchedah 15
2. 3R-13R Niti 123
3. I3R-24R Rajaniti 151
4. 24R-28V Prakirndkakhyana 72
5. 28V-35R Awnyolti 65
6. 32R-36V Dhanaprasamsa 18
1. 36V-40V Sajjanaprasamsa 48
8. 40V-4IR ' Udyamakhyana 11
9. 41R43V Daivakhydana 31
10. 43R-45R Durjananinda 17
11. 45R-48V Kiitakhydna 42
12. 48V-57R - Saddcaraprasamsa 140
13-14. 57R-60R Strinindaprasamse 43
15. 60R-61V Tarumahima 24
16. 61V-62R Ragakhyana 12
17. 62R-68V Sakunasubhdsubha
@) 62R-65R Yatrasubhdasubhalaksanani 35
(ii) 65R-65V Pallisubhdasubhavicarah 8

13. Vande tani ganandthamdryamanagham daridryadavianalam
Sundadandavidhiiyamanasamalam samsdrasimdhostariq [
Yam natvd surakotayah prabhuvaram siddhim labhante pardm
Simdiirdrunavigraham paripataddandmbudharavrtam [/ 1. //

(Hariddsasya), p. 1V.

14. Jyotih$astrabyrhatkathdsmytikathdcanikyasamudrikan
Granthdn Sdkunayamica tatra carakan kavyadikamécaparin /
Alocya prayatammude matimatam bhityaiva dustdtmandm
Vijiidh $rihariddsa eva tanute prastavaratnikaram /] p. 2R.

15. Varse vedarasdrasendrakulite mdaghdsite pamcami
Hastdrke varavirasdhanypateh Srimadgadhdpattane [
Punye(nayndrmadakotitirthavisaye sampiirnatamdagamad-
Vijiiah $ripurusottamdtmajakytau prastavaratnakarah //
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(iii) 65V Srgalah
(iv) 65V-67R Srgalisakunam
W) 67TR-67V Khamjaritasakunam
(vi) 67V-68V Kakasubhasubhacestitani
18. 68V-74V Samudrika
6] 68V-TIR Purusalaksanam
(i) TIR-14V . Strilaksanam. .
19. 74V-77R Svapnadhydyah
20. 77R-86V Kautukam
®, TIR-81R Vasikaranam
(i) 8IR Stanotthdpana
(i) 8IR Lomapatanam
(ivy ~81R Lomajananam
) 81v Mukhakantakdharanam
(vi) 81V Dadhijananam
(vii) - 81V Sarvajvaravindsanant
(viii) 81V Vadhiryandsanarm:-
(ix) 81V~ Netrarogandsa
(x) 82R Gayandrthamausadhani
(xi) 82R-83R Sastravaranam
(xii) 83R Vidyudvaranam
(xiii) 83R Kalpasthana
(xiv) 83R-83V Udantikalpah
xv) 83V Triphaldkalpah
(xvi) 83V-84R Bhrngarajakalpah
(xvii) 84R Vidangakalpah
(xviii) 84R Bhallatakalpah
(xix) 84R Asvagandhakalpah
(xx) 84R Paniyakalpah
(xxi) 84R-84V Kesaramjanani
(xxii) 84V-86R Sthavarajamgamavisapaharanam
(xxiii) 86R-86V Vyscikacikitsa
21. 87R-104V Jyotihsastram
@ 87R-88V Samanya
(i) 88V-90R Navagrahagocaraphalam
(iii) 90R-90V Taraphalam
(iv)  90V-91R Strinam prathamartaphalam
W) 91R-92R Nisiddhakaranam
(vi) 92R Simanta
(vii) 92R-92V Jatakarma (dimbhacakraw)
(viii) 92V-93R Gandantah
(ix) 93R-93V Snana
x) 93v Annaprdasanam
(xi) 93V-94R Ksaurakarma
(xii) 94R Karnavedha
(xiii) 94R-95R Vratabandhah
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(xiv) 95R Vidyarambhah 4
(xv) 95R Varadisiilam 1
(xvi) 95R-96R Yatraprakaranam ' 15
(xvii) 96R-96V Yoginicakram 8
(xviii) 96V-97V Krsiprakaranam 14
(xix) 97V-100R Grhaprakaranam 67-1/2
(xx) - 100R-102R Devapratisthd 14-1/2
(xxi) 102R Gokrayavikraya 3
(xxii) 102R Rajabhisecanam 1-1/2
(xxiii) 102R-104V Yatra 27-1/2

Thus, the total number of verses in the manuscript of the Prastd-
varatnikara under discussion is 1,454, besides a few prose sentences
scattered here and there in the Rdajaniti Section and sub-section kdaka-
Subhdsubhacestitini under the Section Sakunasubhdsubham, A large
number of these verses occur in the Sarngadharapaddhati and the
Subhdsitaratnabhinddgaram. Besides, they have been collected from other
sources such as Aryasaptasati, Bhallatasatakam, Bhartrharisatakatrayam;
Bhojaprabandha, Canakyanitisara, (Laghu) canakyasatakam, (Vrddha)
canakyasatakam, Dasariipaka, Garudapurdna, Hanumanndtika, Hitopa-
desa, Mahabharata, Manusmyti, Matsyapurana, Mrcchakatika, Padma-
purana, Paficatantra, Sisupdlavadha, Vanarastaka, Vanaryastaka, Viddha-
Salabhafijika, Vikramacarita, Vikramorvasiyam, Yajhavalkyasmyti etc.
The entire section on Jyotiksastra has been collected from the
Ratnakosa . Similarly, the Sections on Sakunasubhasubha, Samudrika,
Svapnddhydaya, and Kautukam also appear to have been collected from
the same source. Due to shortage of time and space at my disposal it
is not possible for me at this stage to trace and give in detail the
source of each and every verse occurring in the Prastdvaratnikara.
I leave it as well as a comprehensive study of the work to the Intro-
duction of the Critical Edition of the text which will be brought out .
in due course of time.

16. Vindyakamm pranamyaham balandm hitakdmyayi |
Uddhrtam tu mayd kificicchdstragauravakéranam |/
Chhandolaksanasamyuktam naksatrandm samuccayam [
Sambksepena param jiidnam ratnakosdatsamuddhrtam |/
Prastavratndkara, p. 8IR, vv. 12,
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