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All the main participants or actors in the story — Réma, Laksmana
and Sitd; Ravana, Sugriva and Hanuman — were human beings. They
were endowed with divine, demoniac and superhuman powers when
the various miraculous elements were added in the story. At least two
stages in this development can be clearly seen. And it is possible that
when the Ramdyana was first composed, the poet had already decided

~—to-invest-Rama -with-divine powers-so-that-he-could-later-accomplish

single-handed the various feats.

However, in the final stage, Rama and Slta are elevated to a fully
divine state, and side by side — everyone, the Raksasas as well as the
Vianaras get a promotion, and are endowed with good or bad qualities
as demanded by the occasion.

Because of this late « promotions », it took some centuries before
temples dedicated exclusively to Rama came up.

Since all the actors are human beings they go through or observe
the actions and activities, rites and ceremonies suitable to or required
by their position.

Thus the marriages of Rama and Ravana were consecrated before a
fire, so was the friendship between Rama and Hanuman:

So also for a coronation, whether of Rama or Sugriva, waters from
the seven seas were brought, though poor Sugriva was not anointed
by a Brahmin!

Likewise whether it was Dasaratha, Vali or Ravana, cremation was
the most acceptable method of disposal of the dead, though Viradha
was buried as desired by him. It should be noted that at this time even
women accompained the corpse to the cremation ground, which was
on a river bank, and it was permissible to go in a conveyance — a
palanquin or a chariot.

When cremation was not immediately possible, or it was necessary
to preserve the body, it was immersed in a large vessel containing oil.
Only a few towns or cities are mentioned; of these we have a fairly
detailed description of Ayodhya, to some extent of Taksadila and Puska-

‘ravati, and only fanciful descriptions of Kiskindhd and I.anka, and a

mere mention of the rest — Mathura, Vedi$a and Angadiya.

If the reference to the two cities in Gandhara Visaya, the present
Northwest Frontier Province is to the cities founded by the Indo-Greeks
or the Parthians, then it is more than probable that the description
of Ayodhya is either based on these cities or the Ayodhya of this period,
that is, the first century B.C. For as Professor Lal! informed the author

. he had not found so far any traces or remains of the Gupta period.

This was also the impression of General Cunningham who had visited
the site nearly a hundred years ago.

1. H.D. Sankaria, Indian Archaeology Today, AJanta Publications, Delhi, 1979,
p. 196.
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Whatever be the exact period of this Ayodhya, it was culed by a
king who was helped by a mantri parisad (council of ministers), and the
purohits. And in all important matters the people were consulted. Though
their opinion was only recommendatory and not decisive or binding,
still Rama regarded it as decisive, or important enough to be heard
and acted upon.

It was this, the pauravida « the talk among the people » that made
Rama exile Sitd once again. « Ramarajya » really connoted the accep-
tance of the voice of the people, though we are normally apt to regard
it as a « Golden Age ». For it was in this age that a Brahmin’s son died,
and Sitd was exiled.

Some such council of ministers is also supposed to be there in
Lanka. For we are repeatedly told that Rivana consulted his ministers
and others.

So did Sugriva.

What all this suggests is that though the king was supreme, he
did consult his advisers, and others, though he was not bound to
accept their advice.

What other organizations were there in these cities we cannot say.
For none are mentioned. But from the fact that when Bharata thought
of going to meet Rama in Citrakiita, he sent out in advance sappers,
miners, road-makers and bridge-builders, we may deduce that there
must have been in existence at this time a loosely knit body or guilds
of architects, engineers, masons and carpenters. By this time all these
had become hereditary professions.

So also was that of the ferryman (Nisdda Guha) who carried first
Rama, and then Bharata's army across the Triveni.

While we definitely rule out the existence of aerial travel which
occurs comparatively more frequently in the Ramdayana than in any
other Puranas or the Mahdbharata, we must give due credit to the author
for imagining its use. Even in the Uttarakianda Rama goes out in search
of the Sudra who is said to have been practising penance. So Rama
had to recall the Puspaka which he had returned to Kubera, as we are
-told in the Yuddhakdnda.

Among other normal means. of conveyance there were palanquins,
and chariots drawn by horses and also asses. What the nature of these
chariots was — whether they had a solid wheel or spoked wheel — we
can only imagine. One thing is certain. These chariots could only be
used on properly laid out roads. Hence it was used by Rama, and Bha-
rata only on the northern bank of the Ganges or the Sarayu. The journey
on the southern bank after crossing the river had to be on foot.

The normal material for making clothes was ksauma (linen). Women
wore an uttariya as well as an adhovastra.of yellow silk (pita kauseya).

Cotton clothes must have been in use, because kdrpdsa (cotton) is
mentioned as one of the threads of the rope used for tieing Hanuman.

There was also the use of Sana (garments of hemp) and una (gar-
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Kiskindha and Lanki, so that we cannot pick out any of these for a
further scrutiny. But how significant for dating purposes are the refe-
rences to Gaja-Laksmi and ihdmyriga as architectural motifs on the pillars
in R&vana's palace has been amply demonsirated, so are the references
to kridagriha (sports stadium) as well as the scenes of revelry in Lanka.
More than one sports-stadium has been found at Nagarjunakonda, and
there are several sculptures portraying revelry. It is more than probable
that Lanka’'s description is based on an Indo-Roman city like Amaravati
and Nagarjunakonda, while that of Ayodhya is based on that of Taxila.

Hence it has been thought advisable to give a descritpion of the
« palaces » exposed at Taxila, together with their plans. As Marshall
said more than twenty-five years ago this is the only city so far revealed
by archaeology. Even now this remains true and would probably remain
true unless a concerted attempt is made by the various agencies to
find out what the ancient cities in India actually were.

At Sirkap (Taxila) no less than three palace complexes together
with their temples were brought to light. Each palace complex has a
number of « courts ». The various kaksas mentioned by the Ramayana
while describing the residence of Dasaratha and Rama should be very
similar to these. As the author of the present study pointed out long
age in an article on « Houses and Habitations through the ages », the
square plan, that is, the central square (catussala) around which various
rooms or apartments were located, remained until recently the principal
architectural feature of a small or large house or palacs in India3.

Again this is the only city of the early historical period, most
probably contemporary of the cities described in the Ramdyana, where
such straight roads, flanked by shops have been found, Hence photo-
graphs of these have also been reproduced here from Marshall.

Along with these have also been reproduced scenes of revelry from
Nagarjunakonda, the amphora, and wine cups from Taxila and else-
where, and the photos of Romans or Indo-Romans found from the
same city.

In this context, one should mention again the signetrings from
Taxila. as well as the Gaja-Laksmi and ihamrigas from Bharhut, Sanchi
and Western Indian caves, particularly Nasik and Amaravati.

It should be emphasized that the signet-ring does not figure among
the ornaments at Sanchi even in the later period 4

All these singly and cumulatively would demonstrate the impact of
Roman contact on India in the early centuries of the Christian era.
It is very likely that when further excavations take place in India or
the existing finds are studied more critically we might find still more
evidence of this contact.

3. H.D. SankaLia, BDCRI, vol. XX, 1958, pp. 137-63. .
4. M. K. DHAVALIKAR, Ajanta - A Culturel Study, Poona, 1973, p. 76.
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Such excavations would be particularly welcome to understand the
development of our conventional arms, such as the gada, the bow, arrow,
sword and the spear, and the shield and the defensive armour. At
present we have the most reliable evidence, again from the excavations
at Sirkap (Taxila).

This undoubtedly shows what tremendous growth in type and tech-

—-nique-took-place -after-the-Indo-Greek, Parthian -and-$aka-invasions’.... .

This fortunately is distinctly documented by the Ramdyana.

Anyway, the picture that we have from this study of the material
aspects of life depicted in the Ramadyana is not unusual, and fully
believable. What is remarkable, and what has remained an ideal
throughout the centuries is the character of Rama, Laksmana, Sitd and
Hanuman. This has remained constant in spite of interpolations.

The observance of Dharma has been regarded as-an ideal. Whenever

" an occasion arises this has been emphasized by all — Rama and Sita, by

the Vanaras — as well as the Raksasas — by Vibhisana and Malyavan,
and at the end by-Supéréva:-It-is-this insisience on-the observance of
Dharma, one’s duty to one’s father, or parents — and one’s profession
that has caught the imagination of people in India. Naturally, among
these the characters of Rama and Sitd stand out most prominently.
Rama came to be regarded as an ideal king, and a dutiful son and
husband; Sita and ideal of Indian womanhood: ever chaste, bold, brave,
but dutiful, so much so that she gave up her life to prove her innocence.

Riama, as a true popular ruler, cares for the opinion of his people
and exiles Sitd against his conscience, as we are told specifically.

Laksmana once again carries out his elder brother's orders, at the
cost of his life, first by stopping Durvasa and then by allowing him to
meet Rama when he was told not to allow anybody to enter his resi-
dence. Thus the three main characters in the epic remain true to their
dharma.

With regard to other concepts, moral or ethical, philosophical and
metaphysical as well as some social customs we do observe some changes
from kinda to kanda. All these have been noted and fully discussed.
These, though few, reflect the changes taking place in the Hindu Society,
owing to the impact of the political events. Specially noticeable is the
hardening of the Varna-asrama-dharma and the open or regular obser-
vance of the Sati. This was completely absent in the Ayodhydkanda,
Kiskindhakanda, and even in the Yuddhakanda, but is specifically
referred to in the Uttarakanda.

Thus in one way or another this hypercritical study of the Ramdyana .

“has helped to make our knowledge of the past more precise. It will

5. After this was written, have appeared, as noted earlier two works by
G.N. Pant. Both these, but particularly the second one on Indian Archery corro-
borate what the author has been emphasizing. To make the point easily under-
standable, the arrows from Taxila as found by Marshall and the conventional ones
illustrated by a manuscript of Dhanurveda have been illustrated.
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become more so, as archaeology refines its tools and techniques. For it
was with the assistance of the latter that the study was initially
attempted.

As far as the problem of Lanka is concerned it can only be shown
here on a detailed consideration of the epigraphical evidence, that from
at least the fourth century B.C. Sirhhala and Lanka were regarded as
different. The former was also known as Tamraparni dvipa. The original
Lanka must be somewhere, preferably in eastern Madhya Pradesh,
western Orissa-Andhra trijunction. However, by the fourth century A.D.,
it was believed to be in the Indian ocean but still not identified with
Sirhhala. Thus both Lanka and Sirhhala, though believed to be islands
in the ocean, were regarded as separate. Only in the last couple of
centuries the Indian mind has come to identify Lanka with Sirihala,
and the same as Ceylon or $ri Lanka. At the moment Sonepur on the
confluence of the Tel and Mahanadi, District Bolangir, Western Orissa
has been identified as the Western Lank3, mentioned in a 9th-10th inscrip-
tion from Sonpur Inscription of Kumaéara Somesvaradeva (EI. vol. 12,
1913-14, p. 37). Preliminary investigation also showed that the site is
very old, going back to at least 5th century B.C. There are also remains
of fortification and potsherds of various historical periods as well as
iron tools and weapons were collected from the mounds. A large hoard
of Silver Punch marked coins was also found here some 30 years ago.
Excavations, which have been planned, shoul give very interesting results,

Finally, as far as the question of deification of Rama is concerned,
it can be definitely said that it was a very gradual development. In fact,
almost all the deities, Vedic as well as non-Vedic or Puranic, figure
but little in the Ramdyana. Siva plays no part in the main story, Visnu
appears very gradually, and prominently only in the Balakanda and
Uttarakanda, when Rama is fully identified with Visnu, Krlsna Na-
rayana, and Sita with Laksmi. Though this identification took place about
the fifth century A.D., still it took a couple of centuries for Rama to
be actually worshipped. This is proved best archaeologically, though it
was well surmised by the late Prof. G H. Bhatt, the General Editor of
the Ramdayana®. First came the depiction of scenes from the epic in
Visnu and probably $iva temples in Madhya Pradesh, then in Andhra,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, in the south and Gujarat and Rajasthan in the
north. It was at this time, seventh century that Ramayana was carried
across to the Indian colonies in south-east Asia.

6. G. H. Buart, The Vdalmiki Rdmdyana, vol. I, Bdalakinda, Oriental Institute,
Baroda, 1960, p. XXXIII
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