SUNITI KUMAR CHATTERIJI *

SAMSKRTA - DIG - VIJAYA
(The World-Conquest of Sanskrit)

At the Second World Conference of Sanskrit which was held in
Turin in Italy during 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th of June 1975, Professor
Suniti Kumar Chatterji spoke on the subject of Samskrta-Dig-Vijaya
or « the World-Conquest of Sanskrit ». He had prepared a longish paper
on the subject running up to 186 pages or sheets in type. As this would be
quite a big monograph, it would not be suitable for printing along with
the other papers read or discussed at the Conference. The paper has
as its peroration, and as a gist of the whole subject, some thirty Sanskrit
verses composed by the author, with an English rendering. This pero-
ration or epilogue, as being germane to the subject-matter of the paper,
to be too long, and which will be published in due course as a separate
book.

Aryanam pitr-bhiir asit purdttarakurdh paré /
Kaukasam girim ullanighya praptds té€ dhama vai navam /] 1 //

The fatherland of the Aryans in olden times was beyond the land
of Uttara-Kuru. After crossing the Caucasus Mountains, they reached
a new abode.

Uttara-Kuru = Central Asia, present Russian and Chinese Turkestan
(Sin-kiang).

Tigra-Supratu-nadydr va antar-vedi yad ucyaté |
tatr-Asura-Baverubhyah praptavantah kalam bahum [/ 2 [/

The land between the two rivers, Tigrd or the Tigris and Suprdtu
or the Euphrates, which is called the Doab or Mesopotamia of the Tigra
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or Tigris and Suprdtu or Euphrates — there the Aryans received many

arts from the Asura or Assyrian and the Bavéru or the Babylonian peoples.

Tigrd = old Persian Tigra, from Assyro-Babylonian Diglat, which
became in Old Arabic Diglah, and Modern Arabic Dijlah = Greek Tigris
taken from the Old Persian. Suprdtu = Old Persian Ufratu = Assyro-
Babylonian Puratu, whence Arabic Furdt. The Greek Euphratés was
taken from the Old.Persian Ufratu. Asura = Ashshur = Assyrian..Bavéru,
as in the Pali Jataka and other Indian works, is from the Old Baby-
lonian Babilu, taken over through the Iranian.

Chandasasya hi ya miilam Arya-Vig vii pra-Viidiki |
prapya sa Bhdratam Varsam ripam jagriha Samskrtam [/ 3 [/

The Aryan speech, which was the Pre-Vedic (pra-Vaidiki) source of
the Chandasa or the Speech of the Vedic poetry, took a new form, that
of Sanskrit, when it was established in the land of India.

Nisadair Dmmiddis‘ cidpi Kirataih parivardhita /
sa Samskrtdbhidha bhasa deva-bhasa-padam gatd |] 4 /]

This language, which came to be known as Sanskrit, attained to
the position of a Déva-bhisa or the Language of the Gods, when it was
developed and extended by the pre-Aryan Nisdda or Austric (i.e. Kol and
Munda), Dramizha or Dramiida (i.e. Dravidians) and by the Kirdta (or
the Indo-Mongoloid) peoples. ‘

vidya-vaibhava-sampannd sahitya-kalaydnvita /
mandalé sarva-bhasandm asit s cakravartini /] 5 |/

This Sanskrit language, then endowed with the glorious wealth of
her Knowledge and possessing the Art of Literature, became the Queen
within the circle of all languages.

Valmiki-Vyasaydh kirttir yadiyé mirdhni vartaté |
rsibhir bahubhir ydsit kavibhih sévitda sada [] 6 [/

The artistic creations of Valmiki and Vyasa are established at her
head: this language was always cultivated by numerous sages (Rsis)
and poets. :

mandita yogibhih siddhair bhaktair 16ka-hitaisibhih /
acaryaili panditdih sadbhir ya ca nitd 'mrtam padam /] T [/

It was also adorned by Yogis, by Siddhas, and by devotees (Bhaktas),
who always worked for the good of men; and this language was also
established in a status of immortal glory by its great scholars (Acaryas),
by its learned men (Panditas), and by its saints (Sanuts).

sarvEbhyd bhilmi-putrébhyd jatah santi hi yé 'myrtat //
nihdréyasasya labhaya disanti vividhan pathah /] 8 //
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This language was also showing the various ways for the attainment
of the Supreme Good for the benefit of all sons of the soil (bhiimi-putras
or aborigines) also, who are indeed the offspring of the Immortal.

vi-nihsyrt@ Bhdratdt sa bhiitva samskrti-vahini [/
Rsi-Buddha-Jindcaram tatandkhila-kyrstisu /[ 9 [/

This language then became a great bearer of civilization, and
emerged out of India and spread the ideas of the Rsis, the Buddhas,
and the Jinas among all nations.

gambhira lalita vapi puspa-vajra-svaripini [
dhrtd Sirasi yatnéna sarvair bhi-lokavasibhih // 10 //

This language is profound, it is soft and sweet, and it embodies
the beauty of the flower and the strength of the thunder; and all dwellers
of different lands received this speech with great honour on its head,
as it were.

Simhalé 'bhijagamdtha dakgz'rzm_n navam dlayam [
Kambujesv atha Campayam Ramanyésu ca sarvatah [/ 11 [/

This Sanskrit language received a new home in the South, in the
Island of Simhala (Ceylon); and elsewhere also among the Kambujas
(= the land of Cambodia), in Champa (i.e. Cochin-China), and among
the Ramanyas (= Pali Ramafifia i.e. Rmeifi or Mon people and its home-
land — South and Central Burma and South Siam).

evam vasanti yé pracyam su-durdharsah Kiratajah |
Syama-Brahma-samdkhyata Dai-Mranwmd-samjiiaka hi yeé [/ 12 [/

And also the powerful peoples of Kirdta or Mongoloid origin, who
live in the eastern land and are known as the Siamese and the Burmese
(Sydma and Brahma) and whose own names are Dai (or Thai) and
Mranmd (or Myanma or Byawuma) respectively.

Ramanya-Kambujébhyas ca yair labdhéttarakalatah /
Samskrta Prakytda gis$ ca, Bharatiya 'pi samskrtih [/ 13 [/

From the Ramanya or Mon and Kambuja or Cambodian peoples
these Burmese and Siamese at a later period learned the Sanskrit and
Prakrit languages and obtained their Indian civilization.

dgneye vidyaté koné sdgard dvipa-$ébhitah |

tatra nitd rardjdisa bhasa rdjiiiva Bharati || 14 |/

In the Agni-kona or South-Eastern corner of Asia there is the sea,
beautiful with its islands — the Indonesian area: there the Indian lan-
guage Sanskrit was taken and established as a queenly speech.

sevitdsic ca Barhinyam Svarnadvipé tathdnyatah |

Yavadvipé Balidvipe pifitd ca visésatah [/ 15 [/
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Sanskrif was> cultrirvarté‘d in Barhini (=Borneo) and also in Svarna-
dvipa (= Sumatra), The language was specially honoured in the islands
of Java and Bali.

adhundpy arcand-ritir bahusé drsyaté jandih /
Syamadz—pracya—deéesu dése dvipamayé 'pi ca [/ 16 [/

.Even now at the present day people.can see the great honour shown ...

to Sanskrit in the countries of the East, like Siam etc. and in the land
of the islands in the sea.

Asiyayds tathd madhyé yé yeé désa bhavanti vii /

Ary-Andrya jands tatra sita-pitddivarnatah [/ 17//

Within the heart of the continent of Asia there are many lands where
other peoples, both Aryan and non-Aryan, and white as well as yellow
in colour, have their abode.

tésam madhyeé Bhdratiyd y& 'bhavan Arya-bhdsinah /
Kustanam nagaram tatra sthapayitva "vasan pura |/ 18 [/

Those Indians who spoke the Indian Aryan language went in the
past to live among them, and they established the city' of Kustana
(= Khotan) and settled there.

dharmam samsthdpaydmasus tatra t& Buddha-desitam [
evam Brahmam ca Bauddhaii ca vacanam su-prati-sthitam /] 19 //

They established there the religion as preached by Buddha, and
both Brahmanical and Buddhist lore were firmly set up.

janésidicya-désésu taddbhiic citra-kirttisu |
prasarah Samskrtér no vai préyasé sréyasé 'pi ca [/ 20 [/

In this way among the various peoples of the Udicya or the Northern
Lands who had great cultural work to their credit, there was an extension
of our Indian civilization, both for their material and spiritual benefit.

abhiit ksétram asdu désah kystindm samgamasya vai [
Bhdaratasya ca Cinasya Par$és ca Yavanasya ca |/ 21 [/

That country became a great area for the mixture of various peoples
— the peoples from India, China, Parsu or Iran and Greece. (The land
of Serindia=Ancient Central Asia, where the peoples and cultures of
India, China, Persia and Ionia or the Yavana countries met.)

jands tatrd 'vasan yé 'pi Sakds ca Sulikds tathd /
Aryanam Yavandnasi ca Rsikd jiiatayas ca yeé [] 22 [/

The peoples who dwelt there were the Sakas (Scythians)y and the
Sulikas (= Sogdian Iranians) as well as the Rsika (= the so-called Tokha-
rians living in the cities of Kucha and Qara-shar), who are related to
the Geeks, the Romans and the Western Europeans (rather than to the
Aryans of India and Iran).
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Korayds ca Mahdcina Yamatd-vamsajas ca vai [/ 23 [/

The Bod (Indianized to Bhdta) or the Tibetan people, who are of
Mongoloid origin; and the Turuskas (or Turkic peoples) and their
relations the Marngalas (Mongols); besides the Korai (or the Korean
people) and the people of Great China (Ta-ts-in or Mahd-cina); and the
Yamato (or Japanese people).

Kaivalya-dayini bhdsa sarvair etaih samddrta [
aniiditd kvacij jata Cina-Bhotdnugamini /[ 24 //

All these nations honoured Sanskrit as the language which brought
to them Kdaivalya (i.e. knowledge of the Supreme Truth). In many places
the Sanskrit language wats transformed by translations, following the
spirit of both the Chinese and the Tibetan speech.

Yavanegsv api sia bhdsa prasrtd priya-darsisu [

vidydbhyd jyotis-aAdibhyd yair asit sam-alamkyrta [/ 25 //

Among the Yavanas or the Greeks, who were a nation of handsome
men and women, the Sanskrit language also spread; and these Yavanas
also in their turn adorned the Sanskrit language through the sciences
like Astronomy. :

Arabya-Parasikésu manitd jhiana-dayini [
ganitam jyotisam $astram dkhyanam vaidyakam tatha /] 26 [/

Among the Arabians and the Persians, Sanskrit was accepted as a
language which brought to them all Science and Arts — like Mathe-
matics, Astronomy, certain other Sciences, Medicine, as well-as stories
and romances.

tebhya étani dattani jfianasi cddhyatmikam muda /
jiva-Brahmdikatd proktd Brahma-nirvanikd tatha [/ 27 [/

To these nations, viz. the Persians and the Arabs, the above sciences
were bestowed, and spiritual wisdom as well — e.g. the idea of the Unity
of the Human Soul and the Supreme, as well as the Absorption of the
Human Soul into the Supreme Being (the Muslim Sufi Conceptions
embodied in texts like Anma-l-Hagq ie. «I am the Truth» or «I am
God », and Fand-fi-lldh or « Absorption into God »).

- =

evam Pdscattya-khandé ca jana yé Sakti-sadhakah [
tesam yeé vamsajah santi Patdlé janam-éjayah [/ 28 //

Further, the various nations of the West (Europe), who have been
Seekers for Power, and other peoples who were descended from them,
driving or conquering various other nations in Pdtdla or the land of the
Antipodes (i.e. America),
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vag jyam tair grhitd 'pi bhavér kildpayogini /

yoga-ksémasya satyasya $asvatasya ca siddhaye [/ 29 [/

They too received the Sanskrit language which became suitable for
their use in the present age; Sanskrit in their hands became the language
which helped them to attain new things of value in their own culture
and the benefits which they could find in their own Euro-American Civi-
lization as well as"in the realization of tlie everlasting Truth,

samagra-jana-jatandm hita-priya-vidhayini /
gir iyam Bharatiya sa saddstu svastivardhini [/ 30//
May this Speech of Indian origin, Sanskrit, which brings all that

is good and is loved by men of the entire nations of the world, be always
conducive to the well-being of the world.



epuon ‘[ ‘Yoequiag ] ‘weseqsey ‘A ‘opog 'O ‘ulasT-pieSuog ‘N D SI0SSSI0Id




gpuogn ‘[ ‘yoequisi§ 1 ‘ueseysey "A ‘oniog ‘O ‘ulaspreduog N D SIOSSJ0Id




	20100420174714587_0135
	20100420174714587_0136
	20100420174714587_0137
	20100420174714587_0138
	20100420174714587_0139
	20100420174714587_0140
	20100420174714587_0141
	20100420174714587_0143

