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ON SOME KEY-TERMS IN NEWAR BUDDHISM*

and  though  researchers  can  draw  on  vast  and  manifold  sources,  
such  as  large  numbers  of  manuscript  colophons  and  inscriptions,  

)  and,  last  but  not  least,  quite  a  few  
foreign  reports,  from  Chinese  pilgrims  to  Catholic  missionaries  

development  of  Newar  monasteries  and  Buddhist  monastic   life  

most   important  examples,   fail   to   interpret   the  words   and  

1.

1* 

1   Macdonald  and  A.  Vergati-­Stahl,   . ,  
.

,  
,  

.  An  
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In   Newar   Buddhism,   objects   and   persons   have   either   a  

,  

,  has  no  exact  equivalent  in  Newari.   )  

also  considered   to  be   ,  
.  

,  which  is  pronounced  

it  is  true,  the  words   and   which,  however,  do  not  mean  

.  In  the   ,  
,  

shrine  of  a   ,  whereas,  
in   a   ,   .  Both   expressions  

found,  continued  to  puzzle  curious  scholars.

arose  in  a  later  phase  of  development,  when  Newar  Buddhism,  a  
survival  of  the  Indian  Buddhist  tradition,  had  proceeded  its  own  

case  with   and   .  

,  which  has  been  

but   also   for   .  
most  famous  

.
,  
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‘the   2,  while   the  
in  Kathmandu,  

meaning  ‘the  

accepted   assumption   that   Newari  
.  

the   word  
)   .  More   thought,  on   the  other  hand,  has  

  the  meaning  of  which  has  
been  considered  to  be  more  problematic.  Various  scholars  have  
pointed  out  certain  differences  in  the  architectural  structure  of  the  

and  that  of  the   3.  Some  observe  that   seem  to  be  

4,  whereas  

,  as  opposed  to   ,  lie  

‘outside’,  
the  term  

A   great   step   forward   in   ascertaining   the   function   and,   to  

5.  

of   the   and   their   relation   to   on   the   basis   of   the  
written  in  Patan  about  18006

2 ,  a   of   the  

3 M.B.  Joseph,   ,  
,  

M.  Sh.  Slusser,   .,  pp.  136  ff.
4 A.W.  Macdonald  and  A.  Vergati-­Stahl,  op. .,  

5 Cf.  footnote  1.
6 Cf.  L.  Petech,   . ,  Rome  2

Roma  LIV),  p.  8.
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into  English7
as  of  

8.   In   the   same   ,   the  
,  

is   glossed   in   Nepali   as  
,  

,  
used  to  denote  the  inhabitants  of  the   ,  is  further  contrasted  
with   the   expression   ,  
residents  in   .  

,  since,  in  the  course  of  time,  
have  adopted  most  of  the  features  characteristic  of   .  
,   which   are   older,   were  

,  

at   least   from   the  Malla   period   onwards,   came   to   represent   the  
embraced  

on  the  

   9.
We   should,   however,   be   careful  when   interpreting   the  word  

,  

third  of   the  classic   four  stages   of  a  Hindu’s   life’,   the  

7 

editor  Daniel  Wright,  Cambridge  ‘1877,  Calcutta  21958,  New  Delhi  31983.
8   Wright  1958,  pp.  143  f.  -­  The  word   is  a  tatsama  and  should  thus  not  be  

.
9 

see   M.E.   Spiro,   . ,  
21982,  pp.  31-­139.  Cf.  also  S.  Lienhard,   ,
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seems   ‘to   use  
,  

to  refer  to  those  individuals  who,  

but  certain  Buddhists.  When  describing  people  living  in   as  
,  the  author  of  the  

)  and  thus  

that  the  inhabitants  of  the   were  not  ‘householders’,  as  are  
.  

in  the  bosom  of  their  families  and  could  therefore  be  described  as  
were  celibate  and,  according  to  

the  chronicle,  still  aimed  at  Nirvana  as  their  soteriological  goal.

found  in  the  
of  B.H.  Hodgson.  As  Hodgson,  who  was  the  British  Resident  in  

in  Nepal  and  the  date  of  completion  of  the  

Hodgson’s  informant  were  born  in  Patan.  Hodgson  refers  to  his  
)  

,
  10  

10 , ,
, ,  Serampore  

1841,   Calcutta   1 2

Amsterdam   3

  

.,  p.  65:  
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11

12

interpretation  of  the  word   .
,  a  term  often  used  both  in  Hinduism  and  in  Buddhism,  

de  notes   a   certain   religious   ‘attitude’,   ‘state’   or   ‘course   of   life’  

is  ‘the  state  of  an  unmarried  student’,     ‘the  course  of  

of   the   Hindu   term   ,  
,  which,   as  we   said,  

is  no  such  succession  as  regards  the  Buddhist   .  The  terms  
and   ,   both   of   which   are   tatsamas,   are  

opposites:  whereas   has  the  meaning  of  ‘inside’  and  
is  used  in  phrases  such  as  ‘inside  the  house’,  ‘inside  the  door’  but  

,  which  would  better  be  
rendered  as   ,  means  ‘outside’  and  occurs  in  constructions  
such   as,   for   example,   ‘outside   the   house’,   ‘outside   the   door’,  

interpret   and   ,   for   ,   on   the  
,  

11 )   is   the  Nepali   equivalent   for  Newari   , . .  Cf.  S.  
Lienhard,   ,  

12   B.H.  Hodgson,   ,  etc.,  pp.  51-­52.
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Arranging  the  material  we  have  discussed  until  now  under  the  
headings   and   ,  we  get  the  following  label:

tantric non  -­  tantric

We  now  see  that  the  
who   are   householders   and   thus   have   adopted   the   ‘inside-­the-­

The   ,  

.  
The   terms   and   ,   however,   are   also  

the  words   and   .
The  word  

word   ,   .  
,  

,  an  adjective,  
and   ,  which  can  be  used  as  an  adverb,  a  postposition  or  an  
adjective.  Both  words  mean  ‘outside’,  ‘being  outside’,  ‘outsider’  

and   .  Since  not  all  

as   a  matter   of   fact,   at   a  much   better   and   far  more   convincing  
interpretation,  if  we  connect   )  in  

.   can  be  

words,  a  

In  contradistinction  to  the   ,  the   represents  a  newer  
,  the  inhabitants  of  which  have  embraced  a  ‘course  
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of   the  

,
about  the  state  of  the  inhabitants  of  the   .  Scholars,  in  fact,  
never  saw  the  need  to  explain  its  meaning  or  derivation,  as   ,  

form  
,   of  

13.   is  not  a  Newari  equivalent  of  
but  is  a  modern  contraction  of  the  classical  word   ,  

and   Newari  

served  
14,  in  particular  learned  

New.   ,  as  well  as  its  modern  forms   and,  still  more  
contracted,   ,  designate  a  ‘god’,  a  ‘great  lord’  or  a  ‘worshipful  

as   ,  
15,  which  

13 )   posed   no   serious   problem,   since   i   in  
a  and  could   thus  be  written  

as  either  i  or  a.  

.

,  2  
Proper’),   ,  

14 

1956,   Serie   Orientale   Roma,   X),  

  

that  the  word   ,  
for  a  god,  is  put  after  the  name.

15    placed  after  the  noun  is  a  Newari  term  of  respect.   in   is,  however,  not  
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in  modern  Newari   is  shortened   to   ,  a  ‘venerable  guru’.  
as  well  as  of  

and  

have  been  named   ,  
‘sanctum’,  is  sometimes  used  of  Hindu  shrines,  too.  When  in  the  

inquiries   about   its   ,  

of   the   clan   of   the  Bijugus16.  Both  
are  Hindu  sanctuaries  but  are,  as  can  be  seen  from  their  names,  
considered  as   .
The  use  of  the  term   is  also  attested  in  connection  with  

,  

for   in   modern   Newari   is   )  which   is  

older,  classical  form   ,  a  
to  be  mentioned   in   this   context   is   .  
common  in  Patan  and  refers  to  members  of  Buddhist  castes  below  

,  i.e.  
of  a  

not  in  a   ,  
but  near  a  
The   word   appears   furthermore   in   the   technical   term  

or,   shortened,   .   It   is   derived   from   the   older  
form   ,  a  

pati

of  narrative  painting  which  depicts   the  various  episodes  of   the  

to  be  confused  with  the  lexeme  
which  is  quite  different,  since   in   ‘pleasant’,  

.
16 

who  later  moved  to  Kathmandu.
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other17.
was   used   of   ,  

,  
which   became  

While  the  term   or  

is   a   shortened   form  of  

living  in  

Of   the   two   initiation   ceremonies,   and   ,  

),  which  was  once  the  rite  of  admission  into  the  Order  but  

,  while   was  

).   had  no  

have  performed  both   ,  
the  Order,  and   18.

found  

17 Cf.  S.  Lienhard,   .

18 

and   ,  

entering  a   op. .,  vol.  I,  p.  295:  
‘Some  Nepalese  Buddhist  hold  that  the   were  schools  for  novices’.  Others  claim  the  term  

as  the  diminutive  form  of   see  M.  Sh.  Slusser,   .
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and  

customs  and  their   ,  sought  admission  to  some  of  the   ,  
which   led   to   the   formation  of  mixed  

remained   in   their   time-­honoured   ,  
.  

)  
.

sleeves,   the   ,   ,  
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19,  New.   )  
, , , ,  

New.   20

21.  The  

rite.   Since   for   the  
inhabitants  of  the  

)   he   receives   at   the   end   of   his   .  As   head-­

coloured  bright  red.

the  

the  period  of  their  conversion  to  the  form  of  Buddhism  practised  
in  the   ,  

and   .  As  I  have  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  
article,  
non-­tantric  shrine   in   ,  

,   22.  Both  terms  

19 )     for   cf.  J.  Fezas,  
,  vol.  1,  Paris  1985,  pp.  309-­12.

20 ,  ‘the  pure  staff  of  disciplined  conduct’.
21 

.D. . . . . ,  Oxford  
,  Vol.  II,  

22   Though  the   ,  according  to  an  inscription  
was   installed   in  
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has  

23 to  be  a  
‘corruption’  of   ,  which,  according  to  him,  means  

.  The   expression   ,  
shortened  to   in  modern  Newari,  is  well  attested  in  older  
documents24.  Some  Newar  scholars  do  indeed  maintain  that  
is  an  old   term  for   which  since  long  fell   into  oblivion25.  
Apart   from  its  occurence   in   the  compound   ,   there   is,  
however,  no  textual  evidence  for  the  use  of   as  a  separate  
word  in  the  meaning  of  ‘ ’.  
term  

)   and   made   into   the  
’26.  In  another,  recent  

and   much   more   plausible,   interpretation27
,   as   before,   to   be   a  modern  Newari   contraction   of  

),   though   he   now  
derives  the  word   ,   .  As  

,  
for   ,  is  used  as  an  attribute  for  Buddha  in  a  Nepalese  

28).   This   inscription   celebrates   the   installation   of  

op. .,  
op. .,  pp.  391  f.

23 . —  
,  

24 

,  Kathmandu  1970,  p.  84.
25 

in   the  meaning  of   could  
,  ‘a  group  of  

26 Op. .,  p.  368,  footnote  4.
27 ,  p.  177  f.
28 

. .
,  
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29,   I   gave  
as  the  older  form  of   30.  It  is  true  that  

also  means  ‘fort’  and,  in  this  sense,  is  connected  with   . .  
But   is,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  also  an  older  variant  of   .  
Although   ,  
in   literature,   .
of  phonetic  development,  be  transformed  into   in  Middle-­
Indian.   At   a   later   stage   ),   a   form  

,  became  

is  spelled   , or   tha  and  can  even  be  
rendered  as   ,  since  t,  non-­aspirated  or  aspirated,  and   are  
interchangeable  phonemes31.
Although  it  is  clear  that   and   are  variants  which  both  

,  
understand  the  compound  word   .  

interpretation,  that  this  guardian  is  a  guardian  of  the   ’.  As  
also  means  an  ‘inner  apartment’32  or  ‘a  room  

33,  
I  am  inclined  to  translate  

‘means   a  

29 S.   Lienhard,   ,  

30 ,  footnote  6:  ‘Some  have  interpreted  
as   a   shortened   form   of  

Survival...‘).   is  a  Newari   term  for  a   fort  and   it   is   true   that   some  of   the   were  
referred  to  as  forts...  However,  most  of  the   were  not  forts  and  were  not  referred  to  as  
forts.’

31   Cf.  H.  Jørgensen,  A   ,  

s ‘falcon’  and   ‘quiet’)  can  be  added  
.

32 op. .,  p.  368,  footnote  4.
33    For   the   latter   meaning   see   F.   Edgerton,  

,   .
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in   is  not  to  be  interpreted  in  this,  its  original  meaning  
but  in  the  much  vaguer  sense  which  the  word   ,  or  to  be  more  
precise   ,  

34   ,  
therefore,   ‘the   one   related   to   the   shrine’   and   ‘the  

was  the  
word  used  for  the  non-­tantric  shrine  and  thus,  as  a  more  or  less  
technical  term,  standing  in  opposition  to  the  term   .

which,   as  
and  
as   .   35  

,  a  term  encountered  from  time  to   time  in  Nepall  
sources’.  As   a   possible   variant   of  

‘earthdust’36.   While   the   correct   spelling   of  
is   )   and   of   course  

,  the  word  

37.  

He   which  

Buddhism   ,  hut,  is  still  the  term  used  for  the  room  in  which  

could  
ever   develop   into   Newari   .   and  

remains  and   can  
become  
derivation,   , and  
and  that   ,  

34   Such  as,  for  example,   in  Hindi.
35 Op. .,  p.  295  and  footnote  138.
36 For   see   S.  Lienhard,   .

,  
37 op. .,  p.  390.
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the  word   and  the  initial  part   ,  
.

Newari   ,   which   designates   a  

the  word   .  

word  
),   in  

used  in  Newar   whenever  the  
performed.  The  third  of  the  three  refuges  runs  as  follows:

38

,  

.  
word   ,  which  also  means  ‘best’,  ‘foremost’,  could  be  

and  this  substitution  
would   result   in   the   variant  
contraction   .  
The   installed   in   the  main   shrine   of   the   is  

.   formula  describes  

from  passions”.  As   these   ideas39

atmosphere  of  the   ,  the  atmosphere  which  in  former  times  
pervaded  this  older  form  of  the  Newar   .

38   Cf.  S.  Lienhard,   ,  p.  271.
39   The  Formula  of  the  Threefold  Refuge  is  paraphrased  in   XI,  35  where  the  

  

  

“The  

of  men  and  gods”.
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